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in Poland had long been a figure-head, while t\w. real power lay with the powerful and ambitious nobility, which, under the lead of theCttirtoryskl nnd 1'otocki families, ever chafed at Muscovite ascendancy, and now declined to help Catharine in humbling their natural ally, the Sultan. In 1790 their views were U> prevail; but, far the present, the resource* of Volant) seemed at her beck and call.
The prospects of Catharine therefore were brilliant in tlie extreme. Hut for once J''orUine played her false. After the departure of the Kmperor from the Crimea, and while .she Mill fondly surveyed the warlike preparations at its new dockyard, there came news of the alurminn prospects for the liarve.it In Russia. " Tile Kinpre.is," wrote Kil/herberl on .'.(ill July, " .ilmmt immediately after leaving the (!riim:;i fell under a great and visible depression of spirits, accompanied at liinr-* willi violent gusts of ill humour; and In llii1- .stale remained with very little intermission till our arrival here |C'/arko--/H<i|." lie nsrriltftl these tnuuily humours lo liic failure of On- corn <:rop, which necessitated the immediate purchase uf 5,000,000 roubles' worth of foreign grain, and the distribution of I'oicmkin'n army in widespread cantonments.
To wage a great campaign whllr bread Htutitl at famine prices WHS impossible. In this predicament the Kmprcni tlccidcd lo hide her retirement, by » parade of diplomatic blunter. She despatched to Con.Htantiniiple a special envoy, linl^ttkoff, U> lay cliiini to the Principality of Gcnrgin, and to submit this and other multer.i in dispiue u> ihe mediation ol KraniT anil Austria, '('he move wns dexterous; but in such a t:asr the: success of n game of bluff depends on the adversary not prrcciviiif; the weakness of which it is llic screen. Now, vlu: Sublime Porte, though usually inert, divined the secret, ant! roolvrd in withstand thcHC endlcHS affronts. During thirteen year*, orthodox Moslems l\iul writhed under the huiniliulions uf the Trr.nly of Kninnrdji (1774), which acknowledged the cumplela independence of the Tartar Klmna of the Crimea and the Kulmn vnllcy, nnd In vnguc terms ndmiUed the C/^rina u> l>c the- protectress of the Christian subjects of the 1'orte. In 1783, tlmnks to Austrian support, Catharine Mci/cd the Criincn; and now she laid claim (.0 Georgia. The cup of huimlintlun win fvill; nncl the pride of Moslems scorned to drink it.
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